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Cherubic children, polite teens, middle-aged couples and senior citizens attending 

Immanuel Praise Fellowship's inaugural service were physical proof that family is the 

focus at this new church.  

The Rev. La Quetta Bush-Simmons and the Rev. Kelvin Simmons of Fontana, the 

founding co-pastors, welcomed people as they filed into Suite 104 at 8351 Elm Ave. 

in Rancho Cucamonga for the fellowship's first service Feb. 3.  

The peerless pitch of Myesha Taylor of Corona, who won McDonald's Gospel Fest as a 

Pomona High School senior 12 years ago, led the harmonic melodies of equally 

enchanting voices of congregational singers.  

"God gave me the gift of song and I recognize the gift and give it back to God," 

Taylor said after the service. "Both Rev. Simmons took me under their wings during 

my five years at Antioch. When I look at them, I can see who God really is."  

The Rev. Selena Austin and Edward Bush, assisting pastors, couldn't contain their joy 

and lifted their arms in spiritual salute to heaven and God.  

Young boys smartly dressed in black pants, white shirts and gold vests smiled as 

they ushered people to their seats. Their strong arms and steady hands offered extra 

help to senior citizens and the disabled.  

Deacon Mark Bishop volunteered for babysitting service, playfully entertaining 

toddlers with too much energy to stay still.  

Making sure adolescents felt included, Austin settled on the floor and gathered them around her for the 

children's sermon, talking and listening to them and explaining God's love within the context of their own 

mothers' and fathers' love for them.  

Thandwe Bush, 7, her 10-year-old sister Chioma and Joshua Taylor, 6, leaned 

forward on their elbows to avoid missing any of the Bible verse read by Ronald 

Draper, 10.  

"This new ministry seeks to empower and reconnect people to their spiritual 

birthright," Simmons said. "Sometimes when pastors preach, things go right past us. 

We want you to understand. We want to preach the word of God so simply, people 

will find it too difficult to jump through any other hoop."  



In stressing family, Bush-Simmons reminded parishioners "we all stand on the 

shoulders of giants. We didn't get here by ourselves. Somebody prayed us through 

trial and trouble. Because of them, we are here today."  

The Rev. William Tyler, senior pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Pomona, couldn't 

attend the inaugural service for the founding pastors he mentored in the ministry. 

But he asked Antioch members to support the fledgling efforts of Bush-Simmons, 

Antioch's former youth pastor, and Simmons, its assistant pastor and pastor of 

evangelism and discipleship.  

Like the co-pastors who've volunteered and worked on behalf of the poor, domestic 

violence victims, abused children, the homeless and the educationally disadvantaged 

for 20 years in Pomona, the fellowship's founding members are dedicated to making 

a difference. They've chosen careers and lifestyles which permit them to serve 

humanity.  

Austin, a San Bernardino County Children Support Services Department child support 

officer, and Riverside Community College vice president of student services Edward 

Bush serve as assisting pastors. Founding member Jenise Bush is Rialto Unified 

School District's programs coordinator.  

Bishop teaches at Ontario's Colony High School and his wife, Deaconess Samantha 

Bishop, is a nurse. Charter members Trequitta Jennings is a Southern California 

Edison project analyst and Derek Sanders is an engineering tech for a company 

manufacturing cancer therapy materials.  

Founding members Regina Bush-Dean and Myesha Taylor are respectively a human 

resources consultant and Haynes Children and Family Services Center therapist.  

Neda Barnes of Claremont and Linda Ursery-Fleming of Pomona came to support 

Simmons and Bush-Simmons because "they are children of Antioch," Barnes said.  

"I feel the Lord will use them mightily in the community," Barnes continued. "The 

Lord guides them and blesses them."  

Ursery-Fleming said her daughters Leighia, 18, and Lauren, 15 were nurtured by 

Bush-Simmons as Antioch youth pastor. She said Simmons' leadership and patience 

helped her grow spiritually.  

Ulysses Johnson, 15, of Fontana, a Summit High School sophomore, serves as an 

Immanuel Praise usher for several reasons.  

"La Quetta and Kelvin are my godparents and I really appreciate their good character 

and their love for me," Ulysses said. "It's good to be in a nice church and 

environment. We're starting fresh and I'm glad to be here. When they said they were 

starting a new church, I said OK. I didn't hesitate.  

"I'm willing to bring my friends here because I know they'll feel welcome, not 

judged," he said.  

Austin said Antioch groomed her and trained her to be able to "take the next step 

spiritually. This is the next step. The way things are going today gives us all more 

reason to be in church. People are hurting. This is a place to come and be 

encouraged."  


